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Mr. Chairman, 

  

I appreciate the opportunity to present testimony today based on the VA CARES 

draft plan.  Informed public comment on the activities of our member institutions 

is a basic tenet of the Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health Systems 

(Association).  

 

Introduction 

 The VA CARES Plan is consistent with the Association’s mission and objective: 

to develop and sustain a high quality, financially stable, comprehensive health 

care system to all Vermonters”.  The WRJ VA is a key player in the landscape of 

health care in the State of Vermont as well as in the success of VAHHS’s health 

care goals.    

It is noteworthy that while the veteran population is expected to decline during 

the planning period (ending FY2022), the number of VA enrolled veterans in 

Vermont, as well as the rest of Northern New England, is projected to rise 

dramatically.   I would now like to take a few moments to respond to the CARES 

planning initiatives proposed for the North area that includes Vermont veterans 

and the White River Junction VA.   

 

Access to Hospital Care / Increase Medicine Beds 

In reviewing the CARES Plan I was pleased to note the proposed increase in 

local accessibility to inpatient care for veterans.  I believe it is extremely 
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important to improve local health care access to veterans, particularly for those 

who reside in the northernmost areas.  At the present time, many elderly and 

infirm veterans travel up to 4 hours to reach a tertiary VA inpatient facility, by-

passing several high quality non-VA hospitals  along their way.   

The Association supports the renovation and updating of existing facilities that 

will add inpatient beds to the White River Junction facility that meet patient 

privacy and accreditation standards.  Complementing and supplementing this 

increased VA bed capacity through contract/purchasing high quality;  cost-

effective inpatient access to veterans at Vermont community hospitals takes full 

advantage of the spectrum of clinical services available within both the public and 

the private sector.   

 

Specialty Care Outpatient 

The CARES Plan notes there is a significant gap in specialty out patient services 

in the VA system.   The Plan proposes VA facilities, including White River 

Junction, to effectively address this gap.  Constructing a third floor to WRJ’s 

recently renovated ambulatory care building should provide much needed clinical 

space and is a good first step in closing the specialty care gap.  

Addressing the remaining outpatient specialty demand via contracting 

arrangements with non-VA health care providers promises to improve veteran’s 

access as well as reduce travel time.  The proposal is sound and strongly 

supported by the Association. 

 

Mental Health Outpatient  

VA demographic projections evidence a significant gap in outpatient mental 

health services.   The CARES Plan proposes to incorporate Mental Health into 

VA CBOCs.  If adopted this proposal should provide a single level of care for VA 

mental health services to Vermont veterans.  Additionally, VA services will be 

expanded through increasing sharing with State and Community mental health 

centers -  thus achieving a balanced public-private sector approach to addressing 
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veterans’ mental health needs.  This Federal-private sector cooperative venture 

is one that the Association endorses.   

 

Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health Systems and VA White River, 

Junction 

The WRJ VA is an active participant in the health care planning and service 

delivery network in the State of Vermont.  The VA collaborates with the 

Association and its member institutions to promote access to care, to provide 

preventive care services that will create healthier populations and to address 

state policy challenges in an effort to create a vibrant, effective rural health 

network.   

 

Examples of this collaboration include a state -wide effort to reduce smoking and 

another effort to provide intensive technical skills training for Registered Nurses 

and other health professionals .   The WRJ VA has always been a team player on 

our board and in our state, working to ensure that all Vermonters retain access to 

affordable, quality health services.   

 

Conclusion 

Mr. Chairman, this concludes my remarks.  Let me say again that I am grate ful 

for this opportunity to address the elements in the Draft CARES Plan that effect 

the State of Vermont, its health care institutions and Vermont veterans who have 

honorably served their country.  As I noted in my opening comments, the 

Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health Systems is committed to creating 

and sustaining a comprehensive health care system in Vermont.  The White 

River Junction VA supports and enhances that objective by providing high quality 

health care to veterans.  I will now be happy to respond to any questions that you 

or other members of the Commission might care to ask. 

 








